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²Ƙƻ ǿŜ ŀǊŜΧ
Å Portlight Strategies is a 501c3 tax exempt non-profit which was founded in 1997.

Å Our efforts are concentrated on providing durable medical equipment to the disabilities 
community as well as post disaster relief to outlying and forgotten communities which are 
often overlooked by the media and other major relief efforts.

Å More specifically we focus on providing supplies and services that fill needs which are not 
otherwise being met.  Some of the items we have found which are often neglected in post 
ŘƛǎŀǎǘŜǊ ǊŜƭƛŜŦ ŀǊŜΧ
ï Diapers, formula, wipes, and other infant needs

ï Toys, and other activities geared towards helping the children recover

ï Bug Spray, first aid equipment, rash cream, etc

ï And many other items that are in specific need in specific areas

Å We have found through our work that after about a week, the demand for food and water 
drops considerably.  Therefore, our efforts are better served by coordinating with local 
municipalities and organizations and delivering the specific supplies, and services as needed.



The Weather Underground
ÅOur Hurricane Ike relief effort grew out of a grassroots effort from the Weather Underground 
blog community.
ÅIt all started with a single blogger posting his desire to help the day after Hurricane Ike 
made landfall.
ÅThe support from this community poured out to the tune of about $30,000. This 
facilitated Portlight delivering over $500,000 worth of supplies to the Houston disabilities 
community and to the smaller outlying communities.

ÅAs the initial supply deliveries wound down, we proposed the idea of an Honor Walk in order 
to provide a Christmas party for the residents of Bridge City Tx.  Again, the support poured in 
and we were able to help facilitate a giant Christmas party for this community. Video highlights 
of the party can be found here.  http://www.stormjunkie.com/portlight_bc_xmas.php
ÅDuring our Hurricane Ike relief efforts we realized that one of the things our donor base truly 
enjoyed was daily updates of our progress.  From this realization we found that one of the best 
ways to do this was via a live webcam.  So as we drove trucks down the road, unloaded supplies, 
and helped facilitate the Christmas party we were able to broadcast our efforts and chat with 
our donor base much like what we are doing today.

www.wunderground.com



YŀǘǊƛƴŀ ŀƴŘ LƪŜ ŀƴŘΧ
ÅOur disaster relief effort started after Hurricane Katrina when we delivered  durable 
medical equipment to people with disabilities who were separated from their 
equipment due to the storm.
ÅAfter Hurricane Ike we continued and expanded our disaster relief efforts.

ÅWe delivered over $500,000 worth of supplies and equipment to the disabilities 
community and the outlying populations like Bridge City, Tx.
ÅWe facilitated a pizza party for the residents of the Bolivar Peninsula, which was 
ǿƛǇŜŘ ŎƭŜŀƴ ōȅ IǳǊǊƛŎŀƴŜ LƪŜΩǎ ƳŀǎǎƛǾŜ ǎǘƻǊƳ ǎǳǊƎŜ
ÅWe repatriated a Bolivar Peninsula resident so he could start rebuilding his life.
ÅWe helped provide a huge Christmas party for the residents of Bridge City, Tx.  
Bridge City only had 14 homes out of 7500 which did not receive significant 
damage from Ike. 
ÅThe party included Christmas presents, Santa, a Christmas dinner, snow 
machine, dj, and activities.



tƭŀƴǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ CǳǘǳǊŜΧ
ÅAs we move forward, we are working to create a sustainable effort and put ourselves in a 
position to be proactive in our response efforts
ÅThe reactive nature of relief efforts can often lead to inefficiencies , time delays, and general 
confusion in delivering supplies.
ÅTherefore it is critical that we create a financial reserve in order to expedite our relief efforts 
the next time a storm makes landfall.
ÅAs we did with Ike and Katrina, we will continue to work with businesses in order to secure 
discounts, free supplies, and connections that will help our relief efforts be as efficient as 
possible.
ÅWe will continue to expand our volunteer and donor base through the use of websites like the 
Weather Underground, Facebook, and Portlight.org.



¢ƘŜ {ǇǊƛƴƎ ²ŀƭƪΧ
ÅWe are currently working on a national multi-city grassroots event which is crucial to 

our success. 

ÅOur Spring Relief Walk will continue our grassroots tradition, while helping us achieve 

our critical goals. 

ÅIn March and April of this year, we want to have 40 local Spring Relief Walks.  We 

already have several scheduled, including Charleston, Summerville, New Orleans, 

Atlanta, Destin, and several others.

ÅWe are providing enough guidance to local coordinators to make the job pretty 

painless, while allowing enough flexibility to make it fun and unique to each location. 

ÅIf you are interested in taking part in a walk, or helping with the organization of a walk 

then please contact John Wilbanks, john@portlight.org 843-200-6022 or Paul Timmons 

paul@portlight.org 843-817-2651.  
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